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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS . 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

L (Currently amended) An automated meter reading network system comprising: 

a plurality of utility meters each one positioned remote from the other ones of the 
plurality of utility meters ; 

a plurality of sensors interfaced with each of the plurality of meters so that at least one of 
the plurality of sensors interfaces with and is positioned adjacent at least one of the plurality of 
meters to thereby sense utility usage data from each of the plurality of meters; 

a communication network; 

a plurality of meter data collectors positioned to collect utility usage data from each of the 
plurality of sensors so that at least one of the plurality of meter data collectors is positioned 
adjacent at least one of the plurality of utility meters and in communication with at least one of 
the plurality of sensors which interfaces with the at least one of the plurality of utility meters, the 
plurality of meter data collectors also being adapted to be positioned in communication with each 
other through the communication network so that each of the plurality of meter data collectors 
defines a communication node in the communication network and the plurality of meter data 
collectors defines a plurality of communication nodes in the network; and 

a host computer positioned remote from the plurality of meter data collectors at a utility 
central station and in communication with each of the plurality of meter data collectors in the 
communication network so that each one of the plurality of meter data collectors are adapted to 
communicate with other ones of the plurality of meter data collectors in the communication 

network, the host computer including , network software including instructions that when 

executed by the host computer cause the host computer to perform the operations of 
determining po sitioned to d ete rmine a preferred polling sequence route responsive at least in part 
to a strength of communication signal between the host computer and each of the plurality of 
meter data collectors and between each of the plurality of meter data collectors along the 
determined polling sequence route ? and ■ positi efie d r -t e - d e teHHme-^— ge ^eotive preferred 
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e ommutricati e a sequence path to the host computer 1 for eaefe-respeeti^ 
eeHeeteg- to thereby reduce line-of-site Communication problems between each of the plurality of 
meter data collectors and the host computer , and sending a message packet including routing data 
to route the message packet along ' the preferred polling se quence route between the host 
computer and a selected meter data collector defining a destination node and along the preferred 
polling sequence route between the destination node and the host computer, the me ssage packet 
collecting strength of communication signal data between each node along the preferred polling 
sequence route to the destina tion node a nd alon g the preferred polling sequence route to the host 
computer, 

the network software including an autosequencer positioned to initiate systematic polling 
of the plurality of meter data collectors whereby each of the plurality of meter data collectors is 

individually attempted to be polled by the ho st computer to deteimine a strength „ of 

communication signal between the host computer and each of the plurality of meter data 

collectors, and whereby each of the plurality of meter data collectors also attempt to 

communicate with each other responsive to the autosequencer to determine a strength of 

communication signal between one of th e plurali ty of meter, data conectors an d another one, of 

the plurality of meter data collectors, the autosequencer further positioned to determine a 
communic ation sequence to each of the plurality of met er data collectors re sponsive t o the 
strength of communication signal between the host computer and each of the p l urality of meter 
data collectors, and responsive, , to the stre n gth,,,^ o f the 

plurality of meter data collectors to define the preferred polling sequence route to each of the 
plurality of meter data collectors from, the host conputer^ and to update the preferred polling 
sequence route responsive to strength of communication signal data gathered by each message 
packet af ter each subseq uent pollin g sequence to allow the preferred polling se quence route to 
vary over time , 

2> (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the message packet includes a 
payload data section for retrieving utility usage dat a from at least one of the, plurality of meter 
data collectors, and wherein each of the plurality of meter data collectors includes a collector 
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transceiver positioned to transmit data to the host computer and to other ones of the plurality of 
meter data collectors through the communication network and to receive data from the host 
computer and from the other ones of the plurality of meter data collectors through the 
communication network and a collector controller positioned to control collecting of utility usage 

data from at least on e of the plurality of sensors, a^^d-tr^B^tiag - - to transfer data to and to 

recei ve re ceiving of data te-a^from the collector transceive r, and to add the utility usage data to 
the p a yload data, section res ponsive to the routing data , 

3, (Previously presented) A system as defined in Claim 2, wherein the host computer includes a 
host radio frequency transceiver positioned to transmit data to and receive data from each of the 
plurality of meter data collectors and a host controller positioned to control collecting of utility 
usage data from each of the plurality of meter data collectors, transmitting data to each of the 
plurality of meter data collectors through the host transceiver, and receiving data from each of the 
plurality of meter data collectors through the host transceiver. 

4, (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 31, 

wherein the message packet includes a payload data section for retrieving utility usage 
data from at least one of the plurality of meter, d a ta, c^ 

wherein each of the plurality of meter data collectors includes a collector transceiver 
position ed to transmit data to the host computer and to other ones of the plurality of meter data 
collectors through the communication network and to receive data from the host com puter , and 
fr om the, other ones of the plurality of met er data collectors through the communication network, 
and a collector controller positioned to control collecting of utility usage data from at least one of 
the plurality of sensors and loading,, , the utility^ in the pa yload data section of the 

message, packet; 

wherein the host computer includes, a host controller positioned to control collecting of 
utility, usage data, from ^ routing the message packet 
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tlyough the communication, network to the destination node to collect the utility usage data 
through the communication network from at least one of the nodes along the preferred polling 
sequence route „ to, the, destin a tion node, and retrievin g the utility usage data from the routed 
message packet; 

wherein each collector controller of the plurality of meter data collectors and the host 
controller include eeHteeite^ network software associated with the controller and having a 
network data communication protocol;? 

wherein the network data communication protocol includes a preselected application 
layers and 

wherein the communication network comprises a radio frequency communication 
network. 

5. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 4, 

wherein the radio frequency communication network has a frequency in the range of 850- 
1000 mega-hertz, wherein the frequency continuously changes between a different one of a 
plurality of preselected frequencies between complete data packet transmissions to thereby define 
frequency hopping;? 

wherein the network e ontroller software of the host controller initiates polling of the 

plurality of meter data collectors through the frequency hopping within the communications 
network;? and 

wherein each of the plurality of meter data collectors responds to the polling by the host 
controller through the frequency hopping within the communications network along the 
respective preferred communication path polling sequence route , 

6. (Canceled), 

7. (Canceled), 
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8. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 71, wherein the plurality of meter data 
collectors include a first meter data collector, a second meter data collector in communication 
with the first meter data collector, and a third meter data collector in communication with at least 
one of the first and second meter data collectors, wherein the first meter data collector is 
positioned remote from the host computer to thereby have a greater signal strength than the 
second meter data collector and the third meter data collector, wherein the second meter data 
collector is positioned remote from host computer to thereby have a greater signal strength than 
the third meter data collector, and wherein the network software further includes a raking router 

to collect-4Bete$^ ut i lity usage data from the first meter data collector responsive to polling 

received from the host computer and to rakingly collect data from each of the second and third 
meter data collectors responsive to the polling so thM^efeff- utility u sage data is collected from 
each of the first, second, and third meter data collectors responsive to polling the first meter data 
collector and routed to the host computer. 

9. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 78, wherein at least one of the plurality of 

meter data collector is positioned within e &4&&8lrQm»e&^ fellowingr-the same housing as at 

least one of the plurality of utility meters , the housing having a glass facing on at least one side 
thereof, , the . met er data collect or positioned the housing to transmit through the glass ^a 

sep arate housing positioned clo sely^#aeeB^3r^ 

10. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 17, wherein the host computer further 
includes memory having a meter data collector database associated therewith to thereby store 
meter collector data associated with each of the plurality of meter data collectors, the meter 
collector data including collector identification, collector physical address, and strength of signal 
between collectors. 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) An automated meter reading network system comprising: 

a plurality of sensors adapted to be interfaced with each of a plurality of utility meters 
each positioned remote from another one of the plurality of utility meters so that at least one of 
the plurality of sensors interfaces with and is positioned adjacent at least one of the plurality of 
meters to thereby sense utility usage data from each of the plurality of meters; 

a plurality of meter data collectors positioned to collect utility usage data from each of the 
plurality of sensors so that at least one of the plurality of meter data collectors is positioned in 
communication with at least one of the plurality of sensors, the plurality of meter data collectors 
also being adapted to be positioned in communication with each other through the 
communication network so that each of the plurality of meter data collectors defines one of a 
plurality of meter data collectors in a communication network; and 

a host computer positioned remote from the plurality of meter data collectors and in 
communication with each of the plurality of meter data collectors so that each one of the plurality 
of meter data collectors are adapted to communicate with other ones of the plurality of meter data 
collectors, positioned to poll each of the plurality pf meter data collectors, and-positioned to 
determine a respective preferred multi-node communication sequence path between te -the host 
computer and a selec t e d meter data collector defining a destination node fe-including at least 

one other ofe a^h-^espeetwe the polled meter data eoHeetercp Hectors , defini n g, ^ at least . one 

intenn e diate,, routi ng node located between the host computer and the destination node, and 
positioned to send a message packet including routing data to r oute the m essage pa c ket al o ng the 
preferred communic ation sequence path between the host computer and the destination node via 
the at least one intermediate routing node, the message packet configured to rak ingly collect 
res pective utility usage data from both the destination node and the at least one intermediate 
routing node located along the preferred communication sequ e nce path so t h at utility usage data- 
is collected by the message packet from both the destination node and the at least one 
intermediate routing node along the preferred communication sequence path for delivery to the 
host computer 
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12. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 1 1, wherein the message packet includes a 
pavload data section for retrieving utility usage data from at l east one, of .the plurality of meter 
data collectors, and wherein each of the plurality of meter data collectors includes a collector 
transceiver positioned to transmit data to the host computer and to other ones of the plurality of 
meter data collectors and to receive data from the host computer and from the other ones of the 
plurality of meter data collectors^ and a collector controller positioned to control collecting of 
utility usage dat a from at least one of the plurality of sensors, &B44he-tm*$mi^ to transfer 
data to and to receive r ee e win^o f data te-a^from the collector transceiver, and t o ad d th e utility 
usage data to the pavload data section of the message packet responsive to the routing data . 

13. (Previously presented) A system as defined in Claim 12, wherein the. host computer includes 
a host transceiver positioned to transmit data to and receive data from each of the plurality of 
meter data collectors and a host controller positioned to control collecting of utility usage data 
from each of the plurality of meter data collectors, transmitting data to each of the plurality of 
meter data collectors through the host transceiver, and receiving data from each of the plurality of 
meter data collectors through the host transceiver. 

14. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 1144, 

wherein the message packet includes a pavload data section for retrieving utility usage 
data from at least one of the plurality of meter data c ollectors; 

wherein each of the plurality of meter data collectors includes a collector transceiver 
positioned to transmit data to the host computer and to other ones of the plurality of meter data 
collectors through the communication network and to receive data from the host computer and 
from the other ones of the plurality of meter data collectors through the communication network, 
and a collector controller positioned to control collecting of utility usage data from at least one of 

the plurality of sensors, and loading th e utility usage, data, in the paylpad , data section of the 

message packet; 
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wherein the host computer includes a host controller positioned to control collecting of 
utility usage data from each of the plurality of meter data collectors, routing the message packet 
through the communication network to the destination node to collect the utility usage data 

through the communication netw ork from least one of the nodes along the preferred polling 

sequence route to the destination node, and retrieving the utility usage data from the routed 
m e ssage packet; 

wherein each collector controller of the plurality of meter data collectors and the host 

controller include -eentro l ter- network software associated with the controller and having a 

network data communication protocol^ 

wherein the network data communication protocol includes a preselected application 
layers and 

wherein the communication 1 Network comprises a radio frequency communication 
network, 

15. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 14, 

wherein the radio frequency communication network has a frequency in the range of 850- 
1000 mega-hertz, wherein the frequency continuously changes between a different one of a 
plurality of preselected frequencies between complete data packet transmissions to thereby define 
frequency hopping^ 

wherein the controller software of the host controller initiates polling of the plurality of 
meter data collectors through the frequency hopping within the communications networks and 

wherein each of the plurality of meter data collectors responds to the polling by the host 
computer through the frequency hopping within the communications network. 
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16. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 15, 

wherein the host computer, includes network software; 

wherein the network software includes an autosequencer positioned to initiate polling of 
the plurality of meter data collectors whereby each of the plurality of meter data collectors is 
individually attempted to be polled by the host computer to determine a strength of 
communication signal between the host computer and each of the plurality of meter data 
collectors, whe^ein and whereby each of the plurality of meter data collectors also attempt to 
communicate with each other responsive to the autosequencer to determine a strength of 
communication signal between one of the plurality of meter data collectors and another one of 
the plurality of meter data collectors, and wteein-the autosequencer further positioned to 
determined etoBmee a communication sequence to each of the plurality of meter data collectors 
responsive to the strength of communication signal between the host computer and each of the 
plurality of meter data collectors and responsive to the strength of communication signal between 
each of the plurality of meter data collectors to define the preferred communication sequence 
path to each of the plurality of meter data collectors from the .host computer. 

17. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 16, wherein the autosequencer updates 
each fee-preferred communication sequence path to allow each t he-prefeired communication 
sequence path to each se pa rate one of the plur ality of meter data collectors to vary over time. 

18. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim ^IL wherein the plurality of meter data 
collectors include a first meter data collector, a second meter data collector in communication 
with the first meter data collector, and a third meter data collector in communication with at least 
one of the first and second meter data collectors, wherein the first meter data collector is 
positioned remote from the host computer to thereby have a greater signal strength than the 
second meter data collector and the third meter data collector, wherein the second meter data 
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collector is positioned remote from host computer to thereby have a greater signal strength than 
the third meter data collector, and wherein the network software further includes a raking router 
to collect the-areteg - utility usage data from the first meter data collector responsive to polling 
received from the host computer and to rakingly collect utility usage data from each of the 
second and third meter data collectors responsive to the polling so that^aatep- utility usage data is 
collected from each of the first, second, and third meter data collectors by the same message 
packet responsive to polling the first meter data collector and isrouted to the host computer. 

19. (Currently amended) A system as defined in Claim 11, wherein at least one of the plurality of 
meter data collector is positioned within at least one -ej-fe^--Mtewfegt-the same housing as at 
least one of the plurality of utility meters,, the . housing having a glass facing on at least one side 
thereof, the meter data collector positioned within the housing to transmit through the glassy 
s @p a rate 4*e*^ of the plurality of utility meters, a& d~a 
sep arate housing pos& ieaed-elese^ 

20. (Original) A system as defined in Claim 11, wherein the host computer further includes a 
memory having a meter data collector database associated therewith to thereby store meter 
collector data associated with each of the plurality of meter data collectors, the meter collector 
data including collector identification, collector physical address, and strength of signal between 
meter data collectors. 
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21. (Currently amended) A meter data collector to interface with a utility meter, the meter data 
collector including: 

a stationary housing adapted to contain a utility meter; 

a sensor positioned to sense-meter- utility u sage data from the utility meter; 

a high power transceiver associated with the housing to transmit-ffletefr- utility usage data 
from the meter data collector and tp receive - eommunieat i on - communications remote from the 
stationary housing in a medium to high range; 

a collector controller positioned within the housing to control data communication to and 
from the high power transceiver and to provide bidirectional radio frequency communication 
between an adjacent at least one other meter data collector to form, a communication network , 
and to control collecting of locak^teF utility usage data from the sensor responsive to a remote 
comman d from a requesting remote host computer ; and 

a memory positioned within the stationary housing and associated with and in 
communication with the controller to store data therein, the memory including network software 
to receive a message packet including a payload carrying utility usage data from the at least one 
other meter data collector, to combine the local utility usage data with the utility usage data from 
the at leas t one other meter data collector the-saeteE-,,, utility usage data 

remotely through thea communication network to the requesting remote host computer along a 
route determined by the requesting r emote 

22. (Original) A meter data collector as defined in Claim 21, wherein the network software 
includes a preselected network data communication protocol, wherein the network data 
communication protocol includes a preselected application layer, and wherein the 
communication network comprises a radio frequency communication network, 

23. (Currently amended) A meter data collector as defined in Claim 22, wherein the radio 
frequency communication network has a frequency in the range of 850-1000 mega-hertz, wherein 
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the frequency continuously changes between a different one a plurality of preselected frequencies 
between complete data packet transmissions to thereby define frequency hopping, wherein a 
remote host computer controller initiates polling of the meter data collector through the 
frequency hopping within the communications network, and wherein the collector controller is 
positioned to respond to the polling by the host computer controller through the frequency 
hopping within the communications network. 

24. (Currently amended) A meter data collector as defined in Claim 23, wherein the host 
computer includes network software which includes an autosequencer to initiate polling by the 
host computer controller and to initiate polling of at least one of a plurality of the meter data 
collectors whereby each of the plurality of meter data collectors is individually attempted to be 
polled by the host computer to determine a strength of communication signal between the host 
computer and each of the plurality of meter data collectors, and-whe^ein- whereby .each of the 
plurality of meter data collectors are positioned to also attempt to communicate with each other 
responsive to the autosequencer to determine a strength of communication signal between one of 
the plurality of meter data collectors and another one of the plurality of meter data collectors to 
thereby assist in determining a preferred communication sequence path to each of the plurality of 
meter data collectors from the host computer. 

25. (Original) A meter data collector as defined in Claim 24, wherein the autosequencer updates 
the preferred communication sequence path to allow the preferred communication sequence path 
to vary over time. 

26. (Currently amended) A method of collecting utility meter usage data, the method comprising: 

sensin g meter utility usage d$ta from each of a plurality of utility meters positioned 

remote from each other; ■ • > , 

1 -!- 
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collecting utility usage data by each of a plurality of meter data collectors positioned 
adjacent each of the plurality of utility meters; 

determining by a remote host computer a preferred polling sequence route responsive to a 
strength of communication signal between thearremote hestcomputer and each of the plurality of 
meter data collectors; 

polling each of the plurality of meter data collectors by the remote host computer w ith the 
preferred polling sequence-by- ■ the host- -eompHt-et-pe^#OBed remote from. - the plurality of meter 
4atareeHeetefs; and 

transmitting-~metep ~ utility usage data to the remote host computer from each of the 
plurality of meter data collectors along the same preferred polling sequence route responsive to 
the polling by the host computer, 

27. (Original) A method as defined in Claim 26, wherein the steps of polling and determining are 
periodically performed to update the preferred polling sequence route over time, 

28. (Currently amended) A method as defined in 27, wherein the plurality of meter data 
collectors include a first meter data collector, a second meter data collector in communication 
with the first meter data collector, and a third meter data collector in communication with at least 
one of the first and second meter data collectors, wherein the first meter data collector is 
positioned remote from the host computer to thereby have a greater signal strength than the 
second meter data collector and the third meter data collector, wherein the second meter data 
collector is positioned remote from host computer to thereby have a greater signal strength than 
the third meter data collector, and the method further comprising rakingly collecting data from 
each of the second and third meter data collectors responsive to the polling of the first meter data 
collector so that-mete*^ utility usage data is collected from each of the first, second, and third 
meter data collectors responsive to polling the first meter data collector and routing the rakingly 
collectednraeteF utility usage data to the host computer. 
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29. (Currently amended) A method as defined in Claim 27, wherein at least one of the plurality 
of meter data collector is positioned within afc4eas^efl#- of the folio wia gf-the same housing as at 
least one of the plurality of utility meters, the housing having a gl ass facing on at least one side 
thereof, the meter data collector positioned within the housing to transmit through the glassy 
■ separate - housing 

sep arate h eusfeg ^silto a subs et-e& fae plurality of utility meters, 

30. (Original) A method as defined in Claim 29, wherein the host computer includes a memory 
having a meter data collector database associated therewith to thereby store meter collector data 
associated with each of the plurality of meter data collectors, the meter collector data including 
collector identification, collector physical address, and strength of signal between meter data 
collectors. 

31. (Currently amended) A method of monitoring a utility meter mounted to a building, the 
method comprising: 

mounting a meter data collector defining a remote collection unit adjacent a utility meter 
mounted to a building; 

collecting meter data from the utility meter by the remote collection unit; 

transmitting the-^etefr - utility usage data to a router of a communication network service 
provider along a predetermined multi-hop communication .sequence path responsive to a request 
by a requesting computer device provided in a data packet, pavlead , the data packet including 
routing, d ata m ^ usage data, along a, specific route provided by the requesting 

computer device ; 

transmitting the -meter- utility usage data through a communication network associated 
with the communication network service provider in the data packet payload; and 
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receiving the-mefeer~ utility usage data from the communication network by the computer 

device. 

32. (Currently amended) A method as defined in Claim 31, wherein the remote collection unit 
comprises a first remote collection unit, the utility meter comprises a first utility meter, and the 
building comprises a first building, aad-the method furthe r comprise s- comprising mounting a 
second remote collection unit adjacent a second utility meter mounted to a second building, 
collectingH3fre£e£ " utility usage data from the second utility meter by the second remote collection 
umt A and transmitting the-meteF-, utility usage, data from the second utility meter by the second 
remote collection uniV^mdr4faa 6mitting the - meter data of the second utility meter to the first 
remote collection unit, and wherein the meter data transmitted to the router comprises~~*neter 
utility usage dat a consolidated from both the first and second remote collection units. 

33, (Previously presented) A method of collecting utility meter data from a plurality of utility 
meters each mounted to a different building and each in communication with a respective one of 
a plurality of meter data collectors defining a plurality of remote collection units, the method 
comprising: ; 

transmitting utility meter data from a first remote collection unit of the plurality of remote 
collection units to a second remote collection unit of the plurality of collection units; 

consolidating the utility meter data of the first remote collection unit with the utility meter 
data of the second remote collection unit into a same data payload; and 

transmitting the utility meter data of the first remote collection unit and the utility meter 
data of the second remote collection unit from the second remote collection unit to a host 
computer. 
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34, (Currently amended) A method as defined in Claim 33, further comprising transmitting meter 
data from a third remote collection unit to the first remote collection unit* and wherein the utility 
meter data of the first remote collection unit includes utility meter data from the third remote 
collection unit. 

35, (Currently amended) A method of collecting utility meter data, the method comprising: 

positioning a meter data collector defining a remote collection unit having bi-directional 
radio frequency data communication within a housing having a glass facing on at least one side 
thereof; 

collecting utility meter data by the remote collection unit positioned within the housing; 

polling the remote collection unit from a host computer by radiofrequency data 
communication through the glass facing , the polling including sending a message packet 
including a preferred polling sequence route ; and 

transmitting the collected utility meter data from the remote collection unit through the 

glass facing to the host computer along .the .preferred , sequence,, route , provid e d in the m ess a ge 

packet by the host computer r esponsive to the polling. 

36, (Original) A method as defined in Claim 35, wherein the utility meter comprises a first utility 
meter of a plurality of utility meters, wherein the first utility meter comprises one of a gas utility 
meter, an electric utility meter, and a water meter, wherein a second of the plurality of utility 
meters comprises a different one of a gas utility meter, an electric utility meter, and a water utility 
meter, and wherein the step of collecting includes collecting utility meter data from both the first 
and second utility meters by the remote collection unit. 
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37. (Currently amended) A method of collecting utility meter data, the method comprising: 

positioning a plurality of meter data collectors defining a plurality of remote collection 
units adjacent to respective one of a plurality of utility meters, each of the plurality of remote 
collection units in communication with at least two other of the plurality of remote control units, 
each of the plurality of utility meters being mounted to a different building; 

polling each of the plurality of remote collection units along a preferred polling sequence 
route from a collection computer positioned remote from the plurality of remote collection units; 
and 

transmitting meter data from each of the plurality of remote collection units to the 
collection computer along the-a same p referred polling sequence route provided in a message 
packet by the host computer responsive to the polling, 

38. (Original) A method as defined in Claim 37, wherein the collection computer comprises a 
field collection unit, 

39. (Original) A method as defined in Claim 37, wherein the collection computer comprises a 
host computer, 

40. (Original) A method as defined in Claim 38, further comprising a host computer positioned 
remote from and in communication with the field collection unit, 

■. . ■ 

41. (Original) A method as defined in Claim 38, further comprising transmitting the utility meter 
data from the field collection unit to a router of a communication network service provider, 
communicating the utility meter data through a communication network associated with the 
communication network service provider, and receiving the utility meter data by a host computer 
in communication with the communication network. 
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42. (Currently amended) A method as defined in Claim 38, wherein a first remote collection unit 
of the plurality of remote collection units transmits utility meter data to a second remote 
collection unit of the plurality of remote collection units, wherein the second remote collection 
unit transmits the utility meter data of the first and second remote collection units in a single data 
packet payload to a third remote collection unit of the, plurality of remote collection units, and 
wherein the third remote collection unit transmits utility meter data of the first, second, and third 
remote collection unit in the single d a t a , packet payload to the field collection unit. 
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